
JYN is fortunate enough to have a committed 
group of donors and sponsors who share the same 
passion and vision for Jewish continuity as does 
Rabbi Shmuli. To whatever extent possible, they 
support his every dream and help make it a reality. 
Continuing to provide our community yearly with 
a banquet hall gala experience is important for us 
all. We believe it is just as important to be grateful 
for our community’s support as it is in giving back 
and showing our appreciation. 

Covid inspired us to be super creative with last 
year’s Gala, and despite the circumstances, our 
amazing community did not let us down. We were 
still able to celebrate JYN’s growth and accom-
plishments through a Zoom Gala event, while en-
joying a sumptuous charcuterie board dinner and 
fine wine. And we still managed--online--to hold a 
beautiful silent auction, honour an outstanding teen 
with the JYN Youth Leadership Award, enjoy some 
good laughs and take away a meaningful message.

Through our involvement with JYN, we hope to 
continue pushing our children in the direction of 
positivity; teaching them the importance of giv-
ing back, being kind to everyone around them and 
being a role model to their peers. We encourage 
them to take ownership of their Jewish identity, to 
tap into their heritage and to be proud Jews--ul-
timately becoming leaders and laypeople in the 
Jewish community. 

We thank you for your continued support and look 
forward to seeing you all soon in person; hopefully 
maskless and thriving! 

The JYN 2021 Gala — jyngala.ca

Gala Recap  
by Elise Barzakay  & Adi Kastroyano

One of our main goals in holding the JYN Annual 
Gala, aside from the obvious financial benefit, is 
to provide our guests with a yearly opportunity to 
reconnect in person with the organization and its 
lead face, Rabbi Shmuli. In addition, we feel it is im-
portant at the Gala to hear directly from the youth 
and learn first hand what JYN offers our children.

For this reason, we work extremely hard through-
out the year collecting auction items and charita-
ble donations that excite our crowd. We provide 
not only an inspiring Evening of Recognition 
to the young Honouree who has shown excep-
tional leadership to his/her peers, but we aim to 
strengthen Jewish identity and help raise funds 
for JYN in its entirety. 

Our most recent in-person Gala hosted over 300 
guests. We created a rich and inclusive vibe, and 
provided our guests with a delicious, gourmet 
meal, fine aged wine and an unforgettable silent 
auction.  We were able to promote the message of 
why JYN is such an important component of the 
Jewish community, vitally shaping the future of 
our youth. No doubt, too, the warm ambience and 
enjoyable evening helped forge and foster many 
lasting relationships.
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A Participant’s Perspective  
by Hayley & Ross Sokoloff

Our family had so much fun participating in the 
“It’s All About the Toppings” JYN Challah Night! 
Given it was right before Purim, we let our creativ-
ity run wild and made challahs and hamantaschen 
decorated with the many fun toppings provided in 
our goodie bags!  It was an uplifting experience to feel 
connected with other families and friends via Zoom 
while making challah together! Towards the end, we 
all shared pictures of our creations and the kids felt 
super proud of what they made. What a wonderful 
activity for the family to participate in during these 
challenging times. Thanks, JYN, for the fun!

Virtual Challah Bake  

A few months back, in the thick of Covid lock-
down, Noa Kastoryano and Emilie Cohen decided  
to act on to act on a whim and host a Zoom Chal-
lah Bake in time for the Purim holiday. They knew 
before they started that it was definitely not going 
to be your average challah bake, but at least, they 
hoped, it would be a great way to lift the spirits 
and unite the community. So with over 100 peo-
ple joining online to watch and make challah to-
gether with Noa and Emilie, you can just imagine 
the creativity and enthusiasm pulsing through the 
computer screen! Especially because this challah 
bake came along with the most ingenious top-
pings--everything and anything you could possi-
bly think of! Entire families--young and old--par-
ticipated together, brainstormed ideas over Zoom 
and, in the end, produced stunning challahs and 
original hamantaschen for Purim! Such a fun and 
special experience to prepare for the Purim holi-
day and break the dreariness of lockdown. Thank 
you, Noa and Emilie!

Holocaust Survivor Zoom Event  
by Rabbi Shmuli Nachlas

Hearing Dori Ekstein recount the powerful story of 
her father David Rawa, an Auschwitz survivor, was 
genuinely inspiring. She related the life and death 
struggles of a young man during the Holocaust, 
and his fierce determination to survive, overcome 
and rebuild. She noted his steadfast desire to cling 
to his Jewish traditions after relocating to Canada 
as a new immigrant, and his efforts to keep the 
Jewish flame alive and burning within his family. 
He lived his life in Canada as a proud Jew. And not 
surprisingly, today his family remains active in com-
munity affairs and Jewish development. His life les-
sons are a beacon of strength for those who strug-
gle today with their Jewish identity, and his heroic 
struggles are an inspiration for the next generation.     
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We’re Getting There...

Have you seen the frame of our new youth centre 
recently make its grand appearance on the east 
side of Bathurst St. South of Rutherford? (9135 
Bathurst St)  Maybe Covid has kept you indoors, 
but do take a minute to glance at the impressive 
structure on your next drive out--it’s quite the 
sight! And it has been generating a lot of buzz 
about what’s on the horizon for the Jewish Youth 
Network! We are gearing up for a fabulous open-
ing some time in the Spring of 2022, just as we 
hope all restrictions are finally behind us. We are 
also planning an exciting roster of new youth pro-
grams, additional staff and great amenities that 
will be available to the youth of our community. 
With everyone’s support, the building will be a vi-
brant hub of social interaction, educational pro-
grams, volunteer initiatives, sports, quiet time, 
hang-out time and community-oriented activities. 
Our youth will absolutely thrive!

Please join us as this monumental project takes 
off and get on board--for our kids, our neighbor-
hood and our collective future.

buildjyn.ca

Building Update  
by Abby Rossman

I recently had the privilege of MC-ing the Federal 
Government’s formal announcement of an Infra-
structure Funding Grant for the Robbins Family 
Youth Centre. As a JYN Youth Ambassador, I have 
coordinated and participated in many different 
JYN events but, I have to say, this one was special.

Anyone and everyone connected to JYN will admit 
that this was a milestone event, and we all sensed 
that now we had crossed a threshold! The new 
building is something everyone has been looking 
forward to--especially the youth, who have felt so 
restricted during this time and just can’t wait to 
hit the ground running as soon as its doors open.

Watching the MP’s, MPP’s and Mayors from our 
local government come together to make this in-
credible announcement provided a sense of unity 
for our community. For me personally, the Jewish 
Youth Network has impacted my life on so many 
levels, so I can say with confidence that this grant 
for the new building will be a game-changer for 
anyone involved with JYN. 

It was an absolute honour to be a part of some-
thing that is changing the future of the Jewish com-
munity, and particularly the youth. Mazel Tov JYN!
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From the fields of Lacrosse to 
the Wine Boss  
by Mary Stone

On Thursday, May 6th I had the pleasure of host-
ing an event through JYN to speak with Yisroel 
Nachlas. The event was called “From the Fields of 
Lacrosse to the Wine Boss”. All who attended had 
the privilege of listening to and learning about the 
inspiring story of Yisroel Nachlas, and his journey 
from being a Lacrosse champion to an observant 
Jew, a father of nine, a Zaydie, and a wine con-
noisseur. It was truly a spectacular event and what 
made it even more special was that Yisroel has 
never shared the story of his journey before.

Rabbi Shmuli, Yisroel’s son, is the heart and soul 
of JYN. Learning about his father’s story gave us 
not only an inspiring perspective on the world but 
also some insight into how such an amazing man-
-who we all know and love--came to be. It was in-
teresting, informative, and inspirational. And I felt 
honored to be a part of it and have the opportuni-
ty to speak with Yisroel firsthand. 

Yisroel stressed the importance of following your 
heart and doing what feels right for you regardless 
of others’ expectations. I personally felt inspired 
and fulfilled throughout the event and was able 
to relate to Yisroel in more ways than I could have 
imagined. Yisroel spoke about different mentors 
he had throughout his life that helped him stay on 
track and guide him through difficult times. To re-
late, I too, have had the privilege of having Rabbi 
Shmuli as my mentor over the years to guide me 
through obstacles I have faced. 

One thing that remained extremely prominent 
throughout Yisroel’s story was his love for his fam-
ily and his religion. His ever-growing family helped 
keep him motivated to work hard throughout his 
life to ensure they were provided for. Yisroel also 
mentioned the close relationship he has with all of 
his children and grandchildren. This truly warmed 
not only my heart but that of all the viewers as 
well. And it really resonated with me since my 
family, too, is extremely close. I’m so grateful 
that my mom, alongside my siblings, has always 
supported me and my involvement in the Jewish 
community. 

Overall, the event was a major success that 
touched the hearts of many and will forever be 
looked back upon fondly.

Likkutei Sichos Class
by Eric Tordjman

Studying with Rabbi Shmuli is not something I take 
lightly. Our Thursday night classes are a weekly 
event that brings Torah study into my house – al-
though electronically through ZOOM – something 
that I never thought would be of any relevance 
in my life. Our curriculum is that of the Rebbe’s 
Sichos that have relevance in our daily lives, only 
because of the manner in which Rabbi Shmuli is 
able to elucidate their relevance to our modern 
life. Starting out as a Yeshiva bocher at Rabbinical 
College in Montreal, it is only fitting that the Reb-
be’s words have found me once again.

To join, email judy@jewishyouth.ca
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Passover Gifts
by Jordan Stanton    
Due to the ongoing lockdown, this past Passover 
2021 was the second year most of us spent cele-
brating the holiday alone. Thanks to generous sup-
port from donor(s), the JYN “Chesed” COVID-19 
Community Response Group was able to provide 
much needed Shmurah Matzah and Grocery Gift 
Cards to those in need. Particularly during tough 
times such as these, it is truly heartwarming to 
recognize and appreciate the impact these small 
Passover blessings brought to countless individ-
uals in the community. It lifted their spirits and 
made the holiday that much more enjoyable. No 
matter what is happening locally, JYN is always at 
the forefront with innovative ways to give back and 
truly help the local community. No person is an is-
land--when someone is in need, we all must work 
together for the collective benefit of the community. 

Virtual Paint Night 
by Jayden Benlolo

When the opportunity came my way to co-host 
a Shavuot Paint Night with one of my fellow am-
bassadors, I was thrilled and super excited to be 
a leader in one of the many JYN virtual events 
happening during Covid. Many teens and parents 
have found it very difficult to find fun things to 
do throughout this pandemic, but JYN stepped 
up and changed that.

In preparation for the Shavuot holiday, we brain-
stormed and decided that there would be no bet-
ter way to bring the Jewish community together 
than through this virtual event. The Paint Night 
was a fantastic evening from the comfort of our 
own homes. The feedback we received was phe-
nomenal. Many parents and kids told us that they 
loved being able to take part in an event like this, 
and especially with JYN taking care of all the ar-
rangements. With the help of my co-host and oth-
er wonderful people who work for JYN, we were 
able to package bags of supplies with everything 
needed inside. This made the event very simple and 
user friendly. Our amazing teacher, Ronit Kushnir, 
made the entire event come together with her out-
standing skills. It was really a huge success! 

Every JYN event that I have attended has always 
made me feel like I am part of one big community, 

A Participant’s Perspective  
by Jennifer Israel

Shavuot Paint Night was so much fun! It was re-
ally enjoyable to spend time together as a fami-
ly without watching TV or movies, for a change. 
Doing a creative activity together as a family, but 
each person on their own, really brought our indi-
vidual talents and uniqueness to the surface, and 
we had a blast doing it. We are looking forward 
to joining JYN for the next family activity from 
home--please keep us posted!
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Let Your Light Shine Song
It’s been a hard year— for everyone. Trying to 
find the light in a cloud of fear and confusion. 
The time has come for a much needed pick-
me-up. And JYN has found an ideal medium 
to deliver a beacon of hope to a despondent 
community: a song and music video!! In col-
laboration with Cole Resnick of Kid Kole 
fame, JYN is promoting an uplifting message 
of faith, strength and good vibes through 
song and dance. Music is the pen of the soul. 
It brings us joy and hope, and unites us in a 
way like nothing else can. So JYN has sent 
out a casting call for recruits to participate 
in our new collab. No talent or experience 
necessary! Just an enjoyable, creative way to 
help JYN put a positive message out there. 
Sign up to share in this inspirational project. 
Let’s join forces to shine more light into the 
gloom and brighten our path forward.  Let’s Get Down to Business

by Cole Resnick

Faith and trust in G-d are attributes that are of-
ten hard to come by. In this inspiring talk by How-
ard Glowinsky, we were able to get a glimpse into 
Howard’s life and glean some timeless wisdom 
from his experiences. That’s because faith and 
trust are the underlying themes that dominate his 
go-to approach to every one of life’s curve balls—
whether in his general perspective on the pan-
demic or, more specifically, in questions related to 
business ethics during a downturn. 

Howard’s story helps remind us of G-d’s ever-pres-
ent guidance in our lives--that everything happens 
by “Divine Intervention’’. Internalizing this concept 
on a daily basis strengthens us, as Jews, to have 
faith and to act with integrity and fairness at all 
times, and even when it seems we may lose mon-
ey in business. 

Today, more than ever, we need to trust in G-d’s 
guiding hand and believe that all is for the best. 
Metaphorically speaking, sometimes we just need 
to take our hands off the wheel and let G-d steer 
our path to our designated destination.

Howard’s stories of G-d’s direct involvement in his 
personal life, his family life and in his business ven-
tures are an inspiration and a strong reminder to 
us that Hashem is always watching, Hashem cares 
and Hashem is guiding us every step of the way. 
Being mindful of this on a regular basis will help 
ease much of today’s anxiety and worry, and will 
reinforce our life choices for the good.  
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Fraida (nee Glassner) is a native of Montreal, and 
received her teaching degree in Teacher’s Sem-
inary. She has spent many summers counselling 
at camps and women’s retreats all over the US. In 
addition, Fraida has mentored, taught and creat-
ed programs for women at a yeshiva seminary in 
Israel and brings much passion and creativity to 
her new role at JYN.

The Warmflash’s imminent arrival could not hap-
pen at a more critical time, as a concerning up-
tick in antisemitism is being felt across the globe. 
Amid the disinformation campaigns now flood-
ing social media, there is an urgent need to pro-
vide today’s teens with clarity and direction. Only 
through education, diverse programming and a 
strong Jewish identity can we empower our youth 
and bolster their commitment to the Jewish na-
tion. This is the call of the hour for the JYN team, 
and we wish our incoming staff abundant success 
in their mission.

Reach out and welcome the new Shluchim:
rabbibinyomin@jewishyouth.ca or fraida@jewishyouth.ca

Welcome New Shluchim

The Jewish Youth Network is excited to welcome 
new Shluchim (emissaries) to the dedicated JYN 
family. Rabbi Binyomin and Fraida Warmflash 
along with their 2 children, Chana (2) and Mendel 
(1), will be arriving in Thornhill to service the needs 
of the growing youth demographic and expand 
existing programs alongside JYN Director Rabbi 
Shmuli and Chani Nachlas.

Rabbi Binyomin and his wife are anxious to hit the 
ground running as the new Outreach and C-Teen 
Directors. They bring extensive experience, cre-
ativity, and enthusiasm to their position. Rabbi 
Binyomin studied in Yeshivas in Pittsburgh, To-
ronto and New York. His free time was spent in 
youth outreach, engaging Jewish teenagers at 
local schools and events. He received Rabbinical 
Ordination in Los Angeles, and spent his summers 
as a trip leader for teens to Poland, Israel and 
road tripping along the West Coast. Both Rabbi 
Binyomin and Fraida participated in the March of 
the Living and joined the International Maccabi 
Games in Irvine, CA., in the capacity of Teen Out-
reach Leaders.
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Over the centuries, the Jewish people have had 
many righteous non-Jewish friends and advo-
cates, living in many countries and belonging to 
many religions. Some have been strong enough 
to speak out against bigotry, and others have not. 
Nevertheless, we thank all those who espouse the 
truth for their friendship and conviction. During 
these times of crisis, it is important to advocate 
for policy change and to petition our politicians. 
Kudos to those organizations and individuals, 
both within and outside of our ranks, who have 
made it their mission to call out haters when and 
where they have appeared.

Within our ranks, it is perfectly acceptable to 
question or disagree with the policies of the Is-
raeli government. As the saying goes, “4 Jews — 5 
opinions.” However, it is not acceptable for Dias-
pora Jews to distance themselves and turn their 
backs on our Israeli brothers and sisters when 
they are in danger or in distress. Jews are one na-
tion, united as a family the world over. In times 
of crisis, we must band together, offering our un-
conditional protection and support. It would do us 
well to be mindful that in the eyes of the enemy 
we are all the same; they don’t discriminate. And 
neither should we.

As the Jewish people, we must recognize our 
strengths and weaknesses. Our strength and iden-
tity is bound up in G-d, the Torah and Am Yisrael. 
These three components are inseparable and cre-
ate a chain of strength that represents the core 
existential identity of a Jew. With the weakening 
of any of these, our very existence, strength, and 
stature weakens, and we become more suscepti-
ble to bullying by the haters. Think about it this 
way — a bully will not pick a fight with the stron-
gest kid in school; he chooses the weakest. It’s 
very simple: while we must, of course, be strong 
physically, our true strength as Jews is our spiritu-
al identity. And this is what shields and anchors us 
in the face of hate and adversity.

The Pew Research Center has repeatedly con-
firmed what we already know — over the last 50 
years, there has been a constant, steady weakening 
of Jewish identity. This is manifest in the rising rate 
of assimilation and intermarriage. True Torah values 
have been consistently watered down; G-d and be-
lief have been removed from the Jewish doctrine, 

We are now 75 years post-Holocaust, having ad-
opted the mantra of “Never Again,” and having 
infused billions of dollars toward advocacy and 
awareness campaigns such as March of the Liv-
ing to educate the world, especially the youth, about 
history’s dark chapter of human genocide against the 
Jewish people. Nevertheless, in 2021, antisemitism is 
resurfacing with alarming speed and aggression.

Antisemitism is an irrational form of hatred with 
no basis in actual proven truths, but instead, con-
venient triggers manipulated as mistruths to justi-
fy hate and genocide. Though education and dia-
logue are helpful, most people do not approach this 
topic with an open mind, nor are they interested in 
reviewing the “facts.” There exists a large portion 
of the general population who blindly accepts de-
liberately-crafted disinformation on social media, 
on television, and in op-eds, resulting in the wide-
spread espousal of rabid anti-Jewish sentiment.

The claim that anti-Israel is not the same as an-
tisemitism is false, because when the tide of hate 
rises, Jews worldwide — not only Israelis — are tar-
geted. If the modern State of Israel didn’t exist, as 
it hadn’t for millenia, an excuse for hate and vitriol 
would have always been found. Today, the State 
of Israel has become the excuse. And those that 
claim they are simply standing up for the ill-con-
ceived notion of “defenseless and persecuted Pal-
estinians” are nowhere to be found demonstrating 
against true oppressors, such as the Assad regime 
or the Communist Chinese government, etc. The 
silence was deafening when Egypt and Jordan 
oppressed the Palestinians before 1967, because 
they were not Jewish oppressors. Anti-Israel and 
antisemitism are one and the same disease.

Those who believe in the One G-d, and believe 
that all people and nations are created equal, do 
not hate others (though they may disagree with 
their actions ). They acknowledge the G-d-given 
right for all people — regardless of race, religion, 
or colour — to live freely and equally. To claim oth-
erwise is a display of arrogance and supremacy; it 
is a rejection of human equality, and is antithetical 
to the concept of G-d as the Creator of all man-
kind. Accepting G-d means accepting humanity 
without judgement, because who are we to judge 
G-d’s creations?
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Practical Advice:

• Put up a large mezuzah on your door. A mezu-
zah signifies G-d watching over you and protect-
ing you.

• Put on tefillin and pray every day. Use the Siddur 
and enhance your communication with G-d.

• Study Torah — not just to know things and to 
know what to do. Study to learn who you are. 
Study to understand more about the spiritual 
DNA of a Jew.

• Light Shabbat & holiday candles. Bring Shabbat 
into your home — for you and for your family.

• Keep Kosher. Whatever you have been doing un-
til now, now is the time to make it Kosher.

• Give Charity. Tzedakah saves a person from 
harm and hastens the coming of Moshiach. Yalla! 
Let’s get going.

• Support Israel. It is super important for Israel to 
have a strong army to protect its citizens. Remem-
ber when Jewish hostages were taken to Uganda? 
No other country came to their rescue! May G-d 
bless and protect the IDF.

• JYN has launched Israel 101, a youth oriented so-
cial series to embolden and educate our youth on 
the facts about Israel. Learn more at: 
jewishyouth.ca/israel101

Am Yisrael Chai!

Rabbi Shmuli Nachlas
Executive Director, JYN - Jewish Youth Network
Ontario, Canada

replacing our identity with “culture.” In view of this 
unfortunate reality, how can we expect today’s 
Jewish youth — with limited Torah knowledge and 
a shaky identity — to respond to hate against a Ju-
daism to which he has a weak connection?

The answer is confidence — a confidence that 
comes from a strong identity. For example, a troll 
on social media calling Michael Jordan a loser 
and a poor basketball player won’t really make a 
dent in the famed basketball star’s self-image be-
cause he has a solid level of confidence based on his 
achievements and reputation. If we can bolster the 
confidence of our Jewish youth by instilling in them 
an unabashed, unyielding Jewish identity, we will 
give them the tools to stand strong in times of crisis.

So, tachlis (bottom line): The current situation is a 
wake up call to all Jews who care about their Jew-
ish identity. The time is now to get in touch with 
your inner Jew. Be proud of who you are. Learn 
Torah, do mitzvot, and enhance your relationship 
with Hashem. This will carry us far beyond the 
next antisemitic episode (G-d forbid), and we will 
thrive, perservere, and overcome with G-d’s help. 
As the saying goes: Only when you know what 
you are willing to die for, can you know what you 
are willing to live for.

What about Israel? Israelis are our family and Isra-
el is our eternal homeland. We love the people and 
the country. Regarding their military and strategic 
policies — that is something every sovereign gov-
ernment needs to carefully weigh, and we pray ev-
ery day that G-d should bless our leaders with the 
wisdom to always do the correct thing, both mor-
ally and defensively, and to succeed. As Diaspora 
Jews, we need to have faith in their judgement, to 
respect the process, and to lend our support.

What about safety? We live in a world of accep-
tance and liberty — the hallmark of democracy in 
the Western world. We are the generation of toler-
ance. We chant Black Lives Matter and Asian Lives 
Matter, and we work tirelessly to end discrimina-
tion and protect individual liberties, as enshrined 
in Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms. We 
refrain from judging someone by their gender, co-
lour, or creed. Do we teach our children to hide 
their skin colour or their nationality for their safe-
ty? No. Because we celebrate diversity, tolerance, 
and acceptance — noble values indeed! The same 
goes for religion. Do not hide your religious affil-
iation — we are protected by the law of the land 
and by the grace of G-d. As Israel’s former Prime 
Minister, Menachem Begin, declared: “I am not a 
Jew with trembling knees.” We will not cower or 
hide. Rather, we will be strong and face Goliath 
with G-d at our side.
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Mezuzah Campaign
A mezuzah is a symbol of Hashem’s watchful pro-
tection over us. It is an encased scroll of parch-
ment that is rolled up and affixed to the doorpost 
of our homes, serving as a declaration and re-
minder of our Jewish identity. The Hebrew words 
of the Shema prayer are handwritten by a Scribe 
on the inside. On the outside is inscribed one of 
Hashem’s names: שד”י, an acronym for “Guardian 
of the doorways of Israel.” A mezuzah is a con-
stant reminder that our day-to-day lives are sus-
tained and protected through Divine blessing.

Don’t leave your Jewish Pride at home. But do 
display it at your door. Affix a Mezuzah to your 
doorpost to display your Jewish pride loudly and 
proudly! Take action and get your mezuzah today!   
getamezuzah.com

Shofar on the Corner

This Rosh Hashanah, Shofar on the Corner is 
bringing the shofar to a corner near you. We’re 
back and ready to “blow” in the Jewish New Year. 
If you prefer to avoid large crowds this High Holi-
day season, you will be able to fulfill this holiday’s 
most important mitzvah at an outdoor location 
in your neighbourhood. To find a location and to 
RSVP visit: shofaronthecorner.com

This project is dedicated by Denise, Eliezer & Mikki Robbins in 
memory of Holocaust survivor Lea Hochman - לאה בת אשר זעליג ע״ה. 
Lea was an outstanding role model of Emunah in the face of 
adversity. Her words and actions inspired in others a love of Yid-
dishkeit and faith in Hashem. May her memory be a blessing.

Torah Certificates 
by Jessie Melmed

In a time like no other, Jewish Youth Network 
launched a community-wide effort to write a 
Youth Torah. Through letter-purchases and con-
tributions, both large and small, we are one step 
forward to bringing unity, protection and healing 
to the Jewish people. Over the past few months, I 
have had the privilege of aiding JYN in its efforts. 
And after countless phone calls, emails, and mes-
sages I have never been more proud to be a part 
of JYN and the Jewish community. I watched peo-
ple come together, whether it was through orga-
nizing, campaigning, donating, or simply support-
ing, and I was in awe of the outcome. “One world, 
one people.” Together, we can make a difference. 
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Joining Forces
JYN Chabad Markham

The Jewish Youth Network is excited to announce 
that we are partnering with Chabad of Markham 
to offer a wide spectrum of Teen Programs for the 
benefit of Markham families and their youth. 
 
Merging resources will avail the Markham commu-
nity of JYN’s vast and specialized program menu, 
including all amenities that are slated to launch with 
the imminent opening of the new JYN Youth Centre 
in Richmond Hill.
 
An open house for parents and teens will be sched-
uled for late August--stay tuned. 
 
Visit jewishyouth.ca to learn more about all JYN 
programs and retreats. Sign up your teen today.

Ambassadors Mask Hoodie
by Rachel Dusang

Being a JYN Ambassador is such an incredible lead-
ership experience that has changed my life signifi-
cantly. Over the past four years, we have worked on 
so many innovative projects for the community and 
I am truly thankful to have been a part of the team 
that planned these initiatives.

They ranged from discussions on the early stages of 
the building, to volunteering at JYN events and the 
gala, or attending a Zoom tie-dye event, a challah 
bake, and other projects.  

Throughout our planning, we have been able to 
connect with the community and establish a safe, in-
clusive and enjoyable environment—especially need-
ed during the pandemic. We created a fun hoodie 
with an attached face mask, imprinted with the JYN 
logo, so as to encourage safety and social distancing.

I feel fortunate to have made meaningful, long last-
ing connections with my fellow ambassadors of all 
ages and will leave this chapter of my life with many 
friendships and wonderful memories. I am so thank-
ful and lucky to have been a part of such an amaz-
ing group of people, and I am super proud of what 
has been accomplished.
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Donate

The Jewish Youth Network is a  charitable or-
ganization dedicated to the mental, spiritual and 
material well being of our youth. JYN never turns 
away anyone in need, and responds to all finan-
cial and social situations. Whether it’s a student 
who is isolated and struggling due to COVID, a 
teen in distress due to challenges at home or a 
youth who cannot afford a Shabbaton or enroll-
ment fees, JYN is always on hand and ready to 
provide any manner of assistance for our com-
munity. There are many ways you can help us 
help others--here are just a few. Thank you for 
your consideration.

• Make an annual donation
• Donate stock, annuity or property to JYN
• Donate a life policy 
• Donate services or product to JYN
• Donate towards the JYN Endowment Fund
• Sponsor a program or youth in a program
• Dedicate a space in the new JYN Building
• Include JYN in your Will

To discuss options, reach out to Rabbi Shmuli:
905.889.7582 or rabbishmuli@jewishyouth.ca

Programs Registration

All JYN programs are scheduled to begin in 
September & October. Please take a moment 
to register early, as some programs are already 
near capacity.

jewishyouth.ca

Mazel Tovs
Mazel Tov to the following JYN Family Members on their recent celebrations! 
Please share your simcha with us so we can include it in our next publication.

Jonah Bryne on your Bar Mitzvah
Ben Barzakay on your Bar Mitzvah 
Lior Kastrayano on your Bar Mitzvah
Galor & Erin Perez on their marriage

Natan & Rikki Eisenberg on their marriage
Yossi & Shana Ostfeld on their marriage
Yoni & Alexandra Shoshan on their marriage

Be in the Loop
Like and follow us on Instagram for the latest classes, 
events, outreach, updates & more... @jewishyouthnetwork


